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PURPOSE: To establish guidelines for the implementation of traffic checkpoints and sobriety checkpoints. 


GUIDELINES: Traffic checkpoints and sobriety checkpoints will be conducted in a safe and efficient manner 
consistent with existing law. Authority for conducting checkpoints can be found in sections 46.2-103 and 46.2-104 
of the Code of Virginia. 


PROCEDURES: 
l. Site / Scheduling Selection 


A. 


Sites shall be approved by the commanding officer (Captain / Lieutenant) of the division or unit 
responsible for conducting the checkpoint. 


Site locations shall be distributed throughout the city to ensure a representative sampling of 
motorists. 


Sites shall have adequate visibility to ensure the safety of the officers and the motorists. 
Sites shall have space available to park police vehicles so as not to further obstruct traffic. 


Sites shall have adequate space available for initial inspection of vehicles and additional space 
out of traffic lanes for further inspections. 


Sites shall have adequate lighting during nighttime operations. 


Site locations shall not include interstate highways or ramps unless Virginia State Police are 
participating in the checkpoint. 


Checkpoints may be scheduled at various times of the day and week, and at various locations in 
order to achieve the checkpoint objectives. 


Checkpoints shall normally be in operation no less than thirty minutes and no more than 8 hours. 


lI. Checkpoint Plan 


A. 


A Traffic / Sobriety Checkpoint Plan form (PPD 70) shall be completed by the supervisor 
responsible for conducting the checkpoint. 


The checkpoint plan shall be approved by a Police Lieutenant or above that is in charge of the 
unit performing the checkpoint. 


The plan shall include specific and explicit detail of how the operations will be conducted. 
The plan shall include the primary site of the checkpoint. The plan may include a secondary 


location for use in the event that safety or weather conditions prevent the operation at the primary 
site. 
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ll. Site Supervision 


A. 


All checkpoints conducted on primary roadways shall be supervised by a police supervisor. The 
supervisor who approved the plan may designate an officer as the one-scene supervisor for 
checkpoints conducted on those other than primary roadways. This appointment shall be noted 
in the checkpoint plan. 


The supervisor shall ensure that the plan is followed as approved. 
The supervisor shall conduct a operational briefing prior to starting the checkpoint. 


The supervisor shall ensure that the proper amount of personnel are used in proportion to the 
traffic volume. 


The supervisor shall complete the post-operation summary section on the Plan form. 
Supervisors shall file a copy of the Traffic / Sobriety Checkpoint Plan and the Post Operation 


Summary with the General District Court, Traffic Division with 5 working days after the 
checkpoint. 


IV. Checkpoint Set-up 


A. 


V. Checkpoint 
A. 


B. 


Cones, signs, barricades, flares, or any other combination of devices deemed necessary shall be 
set up prior to the stopping point to ensure that vehicles can safely reduce speed and stop. In 
addition, officers (with whistles) shall be utilized to manually direct traffic. 


Ingress and egress routes shall be established to allow the safe access to the checkpoint area. 


Multiple traffic lanes approaching the checkpoint shall be transitioned into a single lane by using 
the appropriate devices. Lane transition length shall be calculated using the following formula: 


1. Speed limits under 45 mph- LENGTH FEET = (WIDTH FEET X SPEED MPH °) / 60 
2. Speed limits over 45 mph- LENGTH FEET = WIDTH FEET X SPEED MPH 


Checkpoints conducted on roadways with a speed limit greater than 45 mph require the use of a 
truck equipped with a safety crash cushion. (this truck may be obtained from Public Utilities, 
Godwin Street Station) 


Police vehicles shall be placed so as to provide protection to the officers as well as provide high 


visibility to approaching traffic. Marked vehicles shall be positioned to allow for pursuit, should it 
become necessary. 


Operations 
Officers shall conduct DUI/Safety checkpoints when assigned to do so by a supervisor. 


All officers working the checkpoint shall wear: 


1. full Class A or Class B uniform (with headgear listed below) 
2 glow vest or similar reflective garment 

3. whistle 

4 flashlight and glow cone 


Officers shall inspect only those vehicles directed into the checkpoint area in accordance with the 
checkpoint plan. Vehicles shall not be stopped on a discretionary basis. 


As vehicles approach, officers shall scan the interior and occupants for weapons and contraband. 
Once it is established that no immediate hazard exists, officers shall inform the driver of the 
purpose of the stop. 
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E. All drivers will be requested to present a driver’s license and vehicle registration. 

F. Initial contact and inspection shall be kept to a minimum to avoid unnecessary delays. If the 
officer suspects alcohol has been consumed or discovers violations of the law, the officer shall 
take the appropriate investigative and enforcement actions required. 


G. All arrests and summonses associated with the checkpoint shall be handled in accordance with 
established procedures. 
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